
 

 

 

 

AWPA Use Category System 

The American Wood-Preservers' Association, which establishes the standards for preservatives 
and treated wood, is introducing a new Use Category system, based on the service conditions 
for wood rather than on wood commodities. It is designed to reduce confusion among 
specifiers and consumers. Most building codes reference AWPA standards, so the Use Category 
system will replace the Commodity standards in codes. Following is a summary of AWPA Use 
Categories. Shown in yellow are ongoing uses for CCA-treated wood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Big enough to do the job, small enough to care. 


